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God, 
Loving 
People 

 

 I must confess I love numbers. I love statis-
tics, especially baseball scores and statistics, 
particularly when my Texas Rangers win. 
(Which sadly this year has not been near 
enough). 
 
 I suspect Jesus loves numbers too. You may 
have never thought of Jesus as a mathemati-
cian, but let me submit some evidence for this 
theory of mine. For instance, Jesus counted 
how many He fed with his fresh loaves and 
fishes like a good caterer. You may remember 
on one occasion He fed 5,000 and on another 
occasion 3,000 satisfied customers. He even 
recorded the five loaves and two fish supplied 
by his supplier, a little boy with a lunch, plus 
He kept record of twelve basketfuls left over. 
On another occasion, He gave angling advice 
to Peter, one of his best friends and profes-
sional fisherman, who tossed his nets on the 
“right” side of the boat and caught 153 fish of 
all sizes and varieties. Talk about a great fish 
story! It should not be a surprise that God 
loves numbers He even named one of the 
books in the Old Testament “NUMBERS!” 
 
Speaking of numbers, “Do you know why six 
was so nervous?” He heard that “seven eight 
nine!” Remember we had Vacation Bible 
School this week and I spent the week around 
our best and brightest kids plus Gerre Joiner! 
Never forget there are three kinds of people in 
the world, those who can count, and those 
who can’t. 
 
Let me lay a couple of amazing numbers on 
you. Let’s start with 218. This week, with the 
help of an amazing team of volunteers, and 
the visionary leadership of Candy Burden, our 
VBS set a new record for the most children in 
attendance when 218 happy, smiling faces 
filled our campus with the high energy and 
great enthusiasm for the things of God. The 
week, a record number of children 
“discovered the God of the universe” and 
learned that “all things were created by Him 
(that is Jesus) and for Him.” 
 
Now let me share with you a number that 
rocked heaven: over 25 boys and girls opened 
their hearts and lives to Jesus. We will be 
counseling with parents and their children 
regarding their decisions over the next couple 
of weeks. As impressive and exciting as they 
number may be, I pray we never forget the 
importance and significance of every single 
child. We often get caught up in big numbers 

and miss the point. Every one of us matters to 
God. Jesus made this point when He told the 
story about the shepherd who after a long 
exhausting day counted and named his sheep 
one by one as they entered the safety of the 
pen. He left home with 100 sheep and re-
turned with 99. Most might consider 99% a 
great success, but not the good shepherd. He 
would not rest until he returned to the fields 
retracing his steps until he found and rescued 
that one lost sheep. 
 
I love the spiritual insight Jesus added as an 
application to this story when He declared: “I 
tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who need 
no repentance.” (Luke 15:7 ESV) To drive 
home this point of the value of one, Jesus told 
a story of a woman who lost one coin from 
her ten coins and swept the house until it had 
been uncovered. The application of this story 
had an even more moving image when He 
announced: “Just so, I tell you, there is joy 
before the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.” (Luke 15:10 ESV) At first glance, 
one assumes the celebration erupts with the 
angels but upon close inspection one notes the 
joy stirs in the heart of the One before the 
angels none other than God himself celebrat-
ing on His throne in majesty and wonder. 
 
Yes, God revels in the multitudes, and rejoices 
over the masses, but His gentle heart still stirs 
over one lost one who found their way home 
to His loving embrace. This week tears of joy 
flowed in heaven, and in Decatur as we 
watched in wonder at transforming power of 
child-like faith in Jesus, whose nail-scarred 
hands reached down to take hold of a child 
looking up to Him. Whether the number was 
218, 25, or 1, each number has a name, a story, 
and a tear of joy in the heaven. Makes you 
want to smile doesn’t it. I told you I loved 
numbers! 



 

 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received  June 4:  $27,842 

Month-to-date Received:  $27,617 

 

Building Fund 

Received June 4: $1,915 

Month-to-date Received: $1,915 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

 

Sunday School Attendance:  322 

 Worship Attendance:  : 474 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Announcements: 

 

Teach, Lead, Serve 

If you are interested in leading a small discipleship or 
home group this fall, please contact the office or Mike 
Stallsworth.  We are also looking for new Sunday School 
teachers to begin training in late summer. 

 

Women’s Ministry Event 

BELONG is a live event inspiring women to connect, 
dream, laugh, and live out their God-given purposes.  This 
event is September 8-9 at the American Airlines Center in 
Dallas.  Tickets are $50. Sign up today at the Connection 
Center. 

 

Homebound Ministry 

The Homebound Ministry is looking for volunteers to 
visit and minister to the saints that are unable to come to 
church.  If you would like to volunteer in this ministry, see 
Arlena Cude, Cindy DeSpain or join us on Tuesday morn-
ings at 9am in the church office. 

 

 

Library Summer Reading Program 

You are challenged to join our Reader’s Hall of Fame by 
reading 2 books from FBC Library before August 31.  See 
our display table for “Good Reads”! 

 

 

Paypal Kiosk 

A payment kiosk is available at the Kidz Connection 
counter in the foyer for your tithes and offerings.  Thank 
you for giving to the ministries at First. 
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FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Mike Stallsworth, Executive Pastor:  mike@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ray Petty, Interim Student Pastor: ray@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 




